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TRANSCRIPTION OF RECORD 


RECORDER’S COURT OF THE CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
(Disc. No. 3011-A) 


CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
VS 

ROBERT E. CHAMBLISS WM No. 81328-J 

CHARGE: 

Violation Sec. 464 GCC. 

PLEA: 

Not Guilty 

This cause came on to be heard in the Recorder’s 
Court of the City of Birmingham, on October 9, 1963, Hon. 
J. Earl Langner, Judge presiding. 

ARRESTING OFFICER: 

Capt. G. V. Evans 

APPEARANCE: 

H. B. Parrish, Jr. 

VERDICT: 

Guilty and fined $100.00 and costs and 180 days. 
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THE COURT: 81328, City of Birmingham against Robert E. Ch': bliss, 
he is charged with Violating Sec. 4G4 XC, hp is represented by 
Attorney Hollis Parrish, and he enters a plea of Not Guilty. 

(’vitnesses sworn in) 

Rulp in vo Ire 4. 

—oOc — 

CAPTAIN ’.VILLI? B. ?AIl.TFR Val 

bt Asrr. i in attt. william Thompson 

State your name ard occupation please sir. 
t. Cap 4 , '/•illie 3. Paintpr, investigator in the identification 
division of the Alabama Dept, of Public Safety. 

h, Capt. Painter, were you so employed ^urirg tbr- month of 
September and October of this year? 
k I was sir. 

0 In your capacity as an investigator have you had occasion to 
talk to a man by the name of Mr. John V?psley*Hall Y 
A I h^vp sir. 

to 

(motion made for oity/br ordered to prove cas° ir more ■'rdere^ manner) 
(overruled) 

Q Now on or about the latter part of October, September or the 
earlier part of November of t^is year, lid you have occasion to talk 
to Mr. John Wesley Hell in thp presence of this defendant? Mr.Chamblia, 
A I did. 

Q ’Where were you when this conversation took place? 

A At the Alabama Highway Patrol Office on the Bessemer Highway. 

Q. When did it take plaoe? 

A That waa on tba night of Sefte^ber 29, 1963. 
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Q, 'Vho was present at the tine it took place? 

A The defendant, Capt. R. V/. Godwin of the Dept, of Pub. Safety, 
myself, itr. Hall and Mr. Cagle was present during p-ir' of th« a^- 
varsatior. 


.--t this time arl at this piece and ir front of these people 


you 

h«vr just 

st. a 

Led, did Mr 

to » 

Ms irfep 

3 1, yt * * 

and the cb 


• Mr. V 

*» 1 

'iscussed 


Just 

s’-srer that q t- c 


Ye.S a 

ir. 

• 


. Hr *i\ sir? 

A Y-c i . 

V - nd *• *i 1 s z^as i - the presence of this defe" ? 

Yes sir. 

\ '.Voull you st. ate chat was said at that t i;ne? (objectin'”) 
(overruled) 

BY ATTY. PARRISH : 


^ How long had tbe£' men been ir the patroi station rot there 
whan you say this statement was made? 

A A period of 2 or 3 hours. 

Q And you had them ir more than one room out there did-’t you? 
You had some in one room and soma in another? 

A Yes sir. 

Q, The statement made by Hall was made outside the presence of 
Chambliss at first wasn't it? 

A Tes sir. It was made away, not in his presence. 



Q In other words, the minute Hall got out there he made his 
statement didn't he? 

A Well not the exaot minute. 

Q Not the iimite, but almost immediately thereafter, is that 
right? 

A In a short tim^ thereafter. I talked with him for a period 

of time and then took a written statement from him. 

as 

Q, And that is also trueAo Cagle. He almost immediately made a 
similar or his statement didn't he? 

A No sir. I and other investigators talked to Mr. C*gle for a 
period of t ime. 

Q, Now these rooms you kept the three men in, were they about the 

same size? 

A The rooms are varied in size. Some of them are siailar, some 
are larger than others. * 

Q Chambliie stayed in one room most of the evening didn't he? 

A The bigger part of the time, yea. 

Q And that was the faifrly large room wasn't it? 

• A Not subat antially 8ny larger than the room that I had talked 
to Ir. Ball, both Mr. Hall and Mr. Chambliaa in. They wcwid watjr in 
siza but not a great deal. 

Q And for part of the time that the aen were there y<lu left 

for exaaple Chanbliaa alone in that rooa didn't you? 

* ^ 

' A Veil I'a not aware of that. j 

• Q, Veil I aeaa jfru were out of hia praaenoe weren't yiit 

!. A X was ottt of Via praaenoe. I waa lot in Mis preae^e 
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during thp tine, during all of the time that he was out there. 

Q, Was Col. Lingo on the scene at that time? 

A Tes sir. 

Q, And you didn't mention him while ago as being in the room * 

whpn the alleged statement of Hall was made in the presence of Chambliss 
he wasn’+ there was he? 

A He wasn't in the room, no sir. 

0, But he was in the building? 

A I’m "ot sure that he was in the building at that time. He 
was in the building or in the vicinity. 

0, Had Hall signed the statement at the time you say a statement 
was made in the presence of Chambliss? 

A Tes sir. 

0. Had Cagle signed a statement at that time? 

A He had not. Hr. Cagle hadn't made an oral statement at that 

t ime. 

Q Tou had questioned Chambliss for several hours at that time 
also, hadn't you? 

A I had talked to Mr. Chamlbliss for a period of maybe 1C minutes 
at that time. 

Q, And he answered your question^ didn't he? 

A He autwered several questions. 

Q Do you »ean to say that Chambliss had bpen there two or three 
hours and you hid only questioned him 10 minutes? * 

A Personally I had talked to him for a brief period of time 
^•elf, I u^jt^itand others had talked to him but I personally had not» ( 
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Q. Did you and Capt. Godwin go from room to room together and 
were you e team? 

A No sir, we were not a team. I first talked to Mr. Hall, th*>n 
I talked to Mr. Cagle. Capt. Godwin I believe then talked to Mr. Hall 
and I'm not sure 'whether he talked to Mr. Cagl*- n- that night prior 
to the time that he was brought into the room wh<rr we were talking to 
Mr. Chambliss. 

Q How big would you say the room was where Chambliss was at the 
time the statement was made? 

A The room was probably in my best estimation S by 1C feet. 

Q, Now the purpose of Hall being in that room was to confront 
Mr. Cagle wasn't it? 

A Yes sir. On that particular occasion, yes. 

Q And he did confront Mr. Cagle? 

A Yes sir. 

Q And Mr. Cagle was silent, didn't say anything, is that right? 

A At that particular incidence an argument in effect took place 
between Mr. Hall and Mr. Cagle. 

Q And during all of that time Mr. Chaabliss was sitting over to 
one side and not even involved in that .... 

A ^1 beg your pardon, the argument took place between Mr. Hall and 
Mr. Chanblisa rather than Mr. Hall and Mr. Cagle. 

Q Sir? 

A I beg your pardon, I stated that argument took place between 
Mr. Ha 11 and Mr. Cagle, 

4 lea air, you did* 


a 



A I correot that. The argument took place between Hr. Hall and 
Ur. Chambliss. 

Q, Well I thought you also said that Mr.^ Hall was in there at your 

suggestion for the purpose of confronting Hr. Cagle. 

A That is correct, sir. 

Q. And yet you say that Hall and Chambliss was talking or having 
an argument? 

A Yes, there was ar argumpnt between Hr. Hall and lir. Chambliss, 
a spirited conversation. * 

-c You ]'n'*. vert to change your statement that lir. Hall was 

brought into the room to confront Mr. Caglp do you? 

A That is correct, Hr. Hall was brought into the room to. confront 

any 

Ur. Cagle. (motion to exclude/statcments made in Hr. Chambliss' 

* 

presence) I beg your pardon on that statement. The purpose of 
Mr. Hell being brought into the room, 

Q, We don't ask for any voluntary statement. You have answered 
ngr question. 

TEE COURT: Uotion is overruled, 

Q You have correotly and the best that you remember it explained 

the ciroumstanoes and what was said and done at the time the statement 

% 

was made that you are about to read at Mr. Thompson's suggestion before 
I interrupted, weren't you, am I corrett? _ 

A Yes air. 

Q That's all. 

ST Am. THOUPSOW: 

Q Mon Mr. Pa***, there was a statement made by Mr. Ball given 


at that time ir» ltf. Chambliss* pres^ice, is that ri^itt 
A In substanoe, yes. 

Q In substance. All right Bifl. I'll ask you if you would to 

! 

give that statement to me. (objection) (overruled) Is the sentence 
you are about to give, did it have reference to Mr. Chambliss? 

A Yes. 

U If you would, wou 1 d you give the statement plpase? 

A In detail? 

Q I'll ask you this, was the written statement of Mr. Hall's 

* 

rpad to Mr. Chambliss or was Mr. Hall's statement related in front of 
Mr. Chambliss and Mr. Cagle in substance? 

A A written statement was available at that time, the statement 
was not read in detail to Mr. Chambliss. Mr. Hall came into the room 
where I at that time and Capt. Godwin were talking to Mr. Chambliss 
and stated in substance what was in the written statement. 

Q. Would you then answer the question and tpstify if you will and 
if you can as to what the substance of the statements that were made 
in Mr. Chamtliss* prpsenep. 

A Mr. Hall came into the room and stated to Mr. Chambliss in 
substance the conversation as he has stated was held ab a-'meeting in 
Bessemer and then later his going to his residence and getting some 
dynamite out of the heck of Mr. Chambliss* automobile. Mr. Chambliss 
denied that at that time. Mr. Hall said Bob Chambliss, in substanoe 
I'm not sure I can quote the exact wlrds, Boh Chambliss if you say that 

t 

i 

you didn't ask me to come to your hotse, that I didn't call you on the 
telephone (object ion)(overruled) Getting back to the conversation 


between Mr. Hall and Mr. Chambliss as I have stated, and thin Mr. Hall 
•tated to Mr. Chambliss, Bob Chambliss, If you say that I didn't talk 
to you on the telephone and oome out theiie and get the dynamite out of 
back of your car you are a god damn liarj An argument took plaoe 
and during that conversation Mr. Hall called Mr. Chambliss a god daum 
liar on 3 or 4 different occasions. In tfceir discussions Mr. Chamblisa 
denying knowledge of the dynamite and Mr. Hall telling him that he did 
have knowledge of it. (objection renewed) (overruled) 

i-i V»'as there any further statement made by Mr. Hall at that time 
after that exchange took place? 

A Mr. Hall left the room shortly after that, I beg your pardon, 

* 

Mr. Cagle was also brought into the room and stated in substance orally 
in the presence of Mr. Chambliss and to Mr. Chambliss suhstantally the 
same as Mr. Hall had stated. And then a short time thereafter they 
left the room. 

Q, During that time was there statements made by Mr. Hall as to 
he and Mr. Cagle going to Mr. Chambliss’ house on the ni^it in question? 

A Tes sir. 

Q, I'll 8sk youv&ether or not there was any statements made at 
that time in this defendant's presence about Mr. Hall taking the case of 
dynamite out of Mr. Chambliss' car and placing it in Mr. Hall's car? 

. A Yes sir. (objection) (sustained) 

4 

Q , I believr that's all. 

MAJOR V;. R. JOIIjS 

BT ATTY. THOMPSONS 

I 

(} State your name and occupation please sir. 

A Major W. R. Jones, I am ohief investigator in the identification 
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division of the Dept, of Publio 

Q, Major Jones, your rank Major, is that correct? Were you 

I 

so employed in'the month of September and October of this year? 

A Yes I was. 

k Have you had occasion during that period of time and prior to 
that too to investigate a inatt er. concerning this defendant, Mr. Cham¬ 
bliss? 



A Yes I have. 

Q During the course of your investigation in the performance of 
your duties, did you have occasion to havp a conversation with this ^ 
defen dant ? 

A Y P s I have. 

Q I’ll ask you whether or not during these conversations with 
Mr. Chambliss there were matters discussed by him, stated by him that 
had some connection with the charge that be is being tried for now? 

A Yes he did. 

* Where were you -when thi3 conversation or conversations took 
place? 

A Here in th<= City Hall building. 

Q. In your best judgment when? 

A Approximately 9:30 AM on Monday morning September 30th. 

, Q About 9:30 and what was the day you say? 

A September 30th, Monday morning. 

^ Who if anyone w* present other than yourself and the defendant? 

A Col, Lingo and Captl Glenn Evans of the Birmingham Police Dept. 

Q During this conversation |nd in front of these people, did 



lo' 

1 1 

Mr. Chambliss make a statement to you or to these ofcher people in you# 

presenoe? \ 

\ 

A He made a statement there in my presence, i 
Q Prior to the time of Ur. Chambliss making that statement, was 
there any threats, inducements mad? to him or against him in order to 
obtain such a statement or t o compel him to make that statement? 

A ...(not clear) 

Q, Were there any promises or hopes or offers cf regard made to 
him in ord^r to obtain such a statement? 

£ ....(not clear) 

Q, Was Mr. Chambliss told that it would be better for him to make 
such a statement or against him if hr did not make such a statement? 

A No sir. 

Q, Was such a statement made on the part of Mr. Chambliss volun¬ 
tarily? 

A Yes sir. 

Q, Was this statement reduced to writing? 

A It was not . 

Q, Would you state to the court what such a statement it was? 
ATfT. PARRISH: (asks to be allowed to question him now) 

4 

Q, Major Jones, weren’t, you in or the investigation the nig£»t 

• ^ „ Over there at the 

before? /.Highway Patrol? 

A Yea sir. 

t 

Q And Col. Lingo was there too wasn't he? 

A Ye* sir. 



i 
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Q Now you said awbile ago that to the best of your recollection or 
remembrance that it was Monday morning, you could be mistaken about 
that couldn’t you? 

A No sir. 

Q Did you say at the St. Francis Hotel where Col. Lingo did? 

A No sir. 

Q Where did you stay? 

A I stayed at the Holiday Inn. 

Q V.hich Holiday Inn? 

•** A Downtown. 

Q, Is that 3rd Ave. or the 
A 3rd Ave. and 14th. 

Q What time did you check out of there the next morning? 

A I didn't check out the next morning. 

Q You didn't go to sl*>ep at all? 

A Yes I went to sleep but I didn’t check out . 

^ I mean, you didn’t leave your key there, or what time did you 
leave the motel? 

I 

A On Monday morning? 

Q Yes sir. You don't have any recollection? 

A It wa3 around 11:00, yes sir. 

Q You left the note! at 11:00 AM. Sir? 



A Yes sir. 

Q, After having ilept from, what time did you go to bed? 

A I went to bed abort approximately 6:00 .... 

Q And yos wsfee up and dressed jnst before 11x00 All? 

A Te» ^ , 
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Q Didn't I just hear you tell this lawyer that at 0:30 AM that 
morning you wer c questioning Chambliss here in City Hall? 

A Yes sir. That was an error. It was Tuesday morning. 

Q Yes sir. 

TEE COURT: For the record, what day was Tuesday? 

A October 1. 

BY ATTY. PARRISH: 

0. You did then get a full night's sleep then, is that right? 

A I beg your pardon? 

Q, I say you woke up after a reasonably good eight's slpep7 

A I got up about 11:00 on Monday, yes sir. 

Q Now that afternoon, how long did you work on this case that 

day? 

A I worked all day on it. 

Q. Wh en did you quit or just more or less take off? 

A I don't recall. 

Q Wasn't it just about evening, I mean you didn't just work on 
into the nert night. 

♦ 

A No sir. 

Q And you were staying in Birmingham that Monday night weren't 

you? 

A Yet sir. 

Q, Ton read the Birninjgham evening paper, didn't you? 

A I don't recall whether I did or not. 

4/W you twwar t<3 tbit oourt that on the day the investi¬ 
gation ms being aade, on 4w*ay October 1, that you don't know whether 
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you read an aft ernoon''Pirmin^air. News? 

I don't know whether I dj .1 or rot. 

v Lid you ~r with Col. Lirgc when he started out on the investi¬ 
gation sometime around 11 : 0 C? '^e-aee- t 'flik±rf- 6 hdH^-Mendfty-i»«WT 

A I met Col. LimTO, Lc you mean on iicnday? 

C. Yeo, we are talking about Lm lay no*. 

A I ;r.rt him here at the- City Hell, 

A lore- 9 bo ut 11: C~ r /.I ,vas - ’ t it ? 

A 11:00 ‘1’, yes sir. 

T 'i3 you >v to Chi'-f Jai.ie i.or-'j oflio-? 

A Yes. 

v< Did you notice there on Chief Jamie lloorp'j late book my name 
and my telephone number that I represent ed •Chamb li 3 G and that I desired 
to he present when he was questioned? 

A I understood you represented him. I had no information that 
you dpsired to be present. 

i You understood that lion day morning around 11 : 0 C All didn't you? 

A That you represented him, yes sir. 

■j. And my telephone number was given to you and Col. Lingo wasn’t 


A Yes sir. 11 /m to me, I don’t know whether it was given to 
lo" 1 . LIto or ~o + . 

\ Given c you? 

« 

A Yes sir. 
h Did you coll me? 

A l\o sir. 
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Q And on Tuesday morning which vras from the 29th through the 30th 
into the 1st of October, you were still questioning Mr. Chambliss 
w-ren't you? 

A We questioned hi* that morning. 

Q Well now you questioned him some Monday did) 't you? 

A I didn’t. 

Q You didn't ? 

A No sir. 

Q What did you do the rsst of the day Monday? 

A I don’t know reoall. 

Q You don't? 

A No sir, I don't. 

Q, You didn’t do anything productive toward this investigation? 

A Well I didn't talk to Mr. Chambliss. 

i 

Q, You didn't go6ver to oity Jail? 

A I don't recall ifa ether I went over to oity jail or not. 

Q, Didn't you see him in the lie detector room here in the Oity 
Hall late that afternoon, Monday afternoon? 

A I could have, yes sir. 

Q You did that didn't you. 

A Yes sir, I believe I did. 

Q, Yes sir, I believe you did. You knew at that time that I was 
calling to be allowed to oounsel with him and represent him, is that * 
right? 

A I knew you had called Chief Moore. 

Q And the statement he made after you started talking to him on 
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the 29th through the 30th into the let he Bade these etateaenta you 
offer here, ia that right? 

A Yea sir. 

Q That's all. (objection to statement) (overruled) 

BY AITY. THOMPSON: 

Q Major Jones, would you then give the statement that was made 
by Mr. Chambliss at that time and place that you received the statement? 
(objection) (argument by Mr. Thompson) 

BY JUDGE LANGNER: For the record, the court retired and took a reoess 

-- the 

for the purpose of checking citations of authority on/question involved/* 

And after examining the authorities the court would like to make this 

statement for the reoord and to the oounsels. That as the court sees 

it the question is on the admissibility of a confession or an admission 

made by the accused in relation to whether or not there had been a 

proper predicate laid for suoh a confession or admission to come in. 

Row the court as I see it, suoh could not come in until the proper 

predicate has been laid. Now, in regard to that predicate there must 

be some evidence that the offense charged has been committed, and if I 

understand the authority it is not necessary in the preliminary 

questioning of whether or not the predicate has been laid for the 

* 

evidence to prove that the acoused himself is the one who has committed 
the offense. That being the case the oourt rules that on the question 
of the corpus,and if I have indicated anything to the contrary prior 
to this time as possibly I have, that there is not a sufficient oorpus 

• 

at this time and I am going to yeverse myself on the basis of examining 
the authorities and just state at this, time that there is testimony in 

i 
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the reoord that the offbnse charged has beta eoMrttted.’ there is 
evidenoe that it ^as be#n. I don't pass m bon strong the oSfcrt 
oonsidere that evidenoe to be at this peiMt. But I think that sines 
that la the case, that puffioient predioate has been laid now to 
prausd receive the statement that is being offered and so the oh jest im 
to it is OTerruled. 

ATTT. PiRRISH : Judge, at this tiae oould I further say, and I weald 
hare to ask the indulgence of the oourt to allow ae to open up the 
oross-exaaination of Capt. Painter beoause it ooours to ae that we Jtve 
about to violate another rule of evidence in that I failed to aako a 
timely objection and I now ask the right to aake tbit objection, that 
what he was attempting to say and state here as a some sort of un¬ 
written statement was oertainly secondary or about third rate testimony 

at least it 

that above that we have available, or/shoyld be available, the actual 
Hall. 

person Lilian who is alleged to have made that statement and that would 
be the best evidence to have Hall called and to present that. And 
until that is exhausted, in my opinion, we are about to get into the 
question of secondary evidence and it is inadmissible, irrelevant on 
the grounds that it is secondary evidenoe and with the court's indul¬ 
gence and ooming late I asked for the right to do now add that as one 
of ay grounds for objecting to the testimony of Capt. Painter which 
brought forward what little evidenoe of a corpus delicti has been 
brought. (overruled) 

MAJOR JONIS • 

BT ATTI. THOMPSON: 

Q Major Jon^s, prior to the reoess, it is my reoolleotion we were 
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it a point concerning a statement thftt Mr. Chambliss had Bade to you 
. ftnd you had also testified as to there it was made, Aen it was Bade, 
and under whit oiroumstanoes it was made. If you will, will you state 
. to the court now what that statement was? (objection) (overruled) 

A Mr, Chambliss stated at that time that he had bought a case 
of dynamite on the morning of September 4th. 

Q September what? 

A September 4th. And the place where he bought it gave bin an 
additional three sticks of dynamite and he stated tbbt is the same 
dynamite he had Mr. Hall move. 

Q, In his statement did Mr. Chambliss state to you what he did 
with this dynaaite after he bought it? 

A He stated he oarried it t# his home. 

Q Did he state to you what the quantity of dynaaite that it was? 

A He stated that he bought a case and that the person that be 
bought it froa had three additional sticks and he gave him those three 
additional stioka. 

9 

Q Did this stateaent inblude any reference to Mr. Hall? 

A He stated that Mr. Hall kaew at the tiae he came there what was 
in the back of bis oar. 

Q In this statement did Mr. Chambliss state to you Aere be bad 
the dynaaite or what he did with the dynaaite jit b referenoe to his 
borne? 

A He stated that Mr. Hall knew what it was be was ooaing for. Ht 
didn't say speoifloally whereabotts with referenoe ts bis h0ae it was. 

Q In substanoe, is this all of the stateaent Mr. Chambliss mads to 

f 


K 

* 



fM at that time tad pli«e la connection with this charge? It this, 
rtiat you have ft ated bare the entire at at went Mr. Chambliss Bade t# 
you at that time that ia relevant to thia charge here? 

1 Well he atated the purpose for baling it aid where he bought it 

Q Well go ahead If you will and state that. 

A He said he bought it froa a.at ore and that he had bought 

it for the purpoae of blasting some atumpa and a basement oat for a 
new building at the, a plan they intended to buy soae property to 
bftild a building on it. 

Q In the oourae of your invertigation and in your oapaoity aa 
invertigator aid baaed on inforaatlon that you received during thia 
inveat igat ion, did you have oocasion to go to a point in Gerdendale, 
Alabaaa? 

A Tee I did. 

Q When was that, air? 

A That was on Tuesday, late Tuesday afternoon. 

Q Who was present at the tine that you went there? 

t 

A Col. Lingo, Ca^t. Godwin, Capt. MoDowell of the city police 
department, Capt. Painter, Capt. Allen, and Charles Cagle. 

Q Did you go the^e in an automobile? 

A We went in two automobiles. 

Q Who was in the oar tbmt you were in? 

A Col. Lingo, myself, Wept. MoDowell, Cagle, and I believe Ray 

o 

Posey, there was another person.Capt. Allen. 

Q Where did you go? 

A We went to ouk north of Gerdendale on 31 forth beyond Garden- 


i 







dale to the plaoe oelled M %c kingbird Lane. 

Q la tbia Mookingbirl Lane, ia it a road that turns off of U.8. 
Highway 31? 

A Turns off U.S.231. 

Q 231 or 31? 

A 31. 

Q What did you do when you got out there? ® 

A We aearohed the area. 

Q What did you find? 

A We found a small paper aaok oontaining two sticks and a partial 
stick, aaybe a half a stick or less in a sort of brown paper aaok. 

And then we found a box oontaining 133 stioka. 

Q I believe that*s all. 

BT ATTT. PARRISH: 

Q, Now referring to the Morning of the 1st of Got. when yoi aay 
Mr. Chaablias made a statement to you, who else was there? 

A C^pt. Evans of the Birmingham Polioe Dept, and Col. Lingo. 

Q Were present when he Male the statement? 

A Tes sir. 

Q What room were you in akax in this building? 

A It is in a room baok of the detective, a room adjoining the 
polygraph room, room . 

Q A room for investigation in the polioe department, is that 
right? 

A Yes sir. , 

1 

Q, What had you said io the defendant just before you say he Made 
the stateMent? 
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i I don't recall saying anything to hia. w 

Q Didn't anybody else In jour presence ea|otnything t§ Ml ait be 1 
did they? 

i Mr. Lingo bad been talking to hia and Mr. Evans bad been in 
and out of the rooa. 

e 

Q What did you hear Mr. Lingo aay to Mr. Chaablias here just 
before he is alleged to hare Bade the etateaent? 

1 I don't reoall hia ezaot words, aoaething about telling ua 
what he had already told him. 

Q What he had already to Id hia? 

A Tea sir. 

Q Then without any further talk be aade the stateaent? 

A Tea air. 

Q When you went eut to the Oardendale area you had a aan naaed 
Char lea Cagle with you didn't you? 

A Tea air/ 

Q What waa the purpose of searching the area? 

A To find thia d^nanite.(not olear) 

Q Didn't Cagle tike you right up to the point where he eaid be 
had put it? 

A He took up to lihe plaoe where he aaid he etopped. 

Q But he didn't 

A He had trouble fled lag exactly where it waa. 

Q He went out in the abate with you, didn't he? A Tea air. 

Q He showed you where it waa? ^ 

A Ho sir, he found the snail aaek bwt I found the box eontlining 
the 188 atioka ayself. 
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Q low far wah tM> froa the task? 


' A It waa protoably 50 yards, 40 pfcrds. 

Q Cagle oouMn't walk ri^it to Acre he said I pt* It right hers 
and show you, oouljd be? 

A Well he didn't. 

BT Am. THOMPSON] 

Q In that connection, would you deaoribe to the oourt the terrain 
out there? 


A Where the aaok waa found waa.waa a during there, 

where the box of dynaaite waa found waa aone heary undergrowth under* 
neath a buah. 

Q. When the box of dynaaite waa found waa it in plain view that 
you oould haYe seen it froa 50 yards or wore? 

A Ho air, you couldn't see it until^ou got right on it. 

Q All right, that's all. 

THE COORT: Would you ask hia to deaoribe the box.. 

Q, Would you deaoribe the box please sir? 

i 

A The box waa a heavy paste board box, it had bean opened, the 
top separated froa the bottoa. It had on it "explosives dynaaite ^ 

.type*. 

Q *aa this in writ ing, ipnhital 
A Printed. 


Q Printed on there. And this waa a oardboard container. 

A It'indicated it had held 50 pounds. 

Q Did you lift this oarton or the box? 

A Ho sir, I didn't lift it. I lifted the top off, this was 







aepwrete fro* the bottoa, had already been opened* } lift ad the top 

# 

off and then we took the atioka ott and plaoad than in another oon- 
part ioular 

tainer or that/Container and anotler oontainer and oounted the atioka* 
Q, The atioka of dynamite? 

A Tea air. 

Q In your judgment, if you baxe a judgment, how aany atioka of 
dynamite if were there? 

A 133 atioka. 

Q, I beliexe that's all. 

BY ATTY. PARRISH: 

Q, How many aticka were in the box? 

A 133 in the box. 

Q How nany out aide the box? 

A 2k in tbia aaok.. 

Q How aany atioka of dynaalte make up a‘oaae? 

A The box indioated 50 pouada. It dtf not aay bow aany. 

Q The box was full waan't it? 

A I wouldn't eetimate whether it waa full or not. 

Q, Did you look in the box? 

A Yea air. 

Q Waa the box full? 

A As I aaid the box had been opened. The box waa not in an 
upright poaition. It waa out of shape you Bight aay. 1 wouldn't 
aay i&ether it waa a full box or not. 

Q All right, that'a'all. 

BY AITT. THOMESCKi 

Q Would there have been ao^e room in the box for additional 




sticks? 


> -i 
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A Well the button |>art of the box tee laying down, you souldnt, 
I oouldn't ana etf if 

Q That's all right, if you can't, that's all right. That'e all. 
BY THE COURT: 

Q Were there any Rotation on the printed Better what the oapaeit; 
other than the weight o| the box? 

A No sir. 

BY ATTY. PARRISH: 

(1 Did you weigr the box or anybody in your presenoe weigh It? 

A No sir, not in mj presenoe. 

W. R. POSH. STATE INVESTIGATOR * 

BY ATTY. THOMPSON: 

Q, State your naae and oooupation please sir. 

A W. R. Posey, orininal investigator for the Dept, of Public 
Safety. 

« 

Q Mr. Posey, were you so oooupied in the Bonth of September and 
Qotober of this year? 

A I was. 

Q Do you know the defendant, Mr. Chambliss? 

f 

A Y e a. 

Q Do you know where Mr. ChaBblisa lives? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you know the street address of Mr. Chaabliss' hose? 

A I do. 

Q Where is thatf 

i 



3 * 

1 2606 'SL.ItI. H., Birwiifhwa. 

Q Have you efer bad oooaalon to go there? 

A Tea air* 

Q Vaa Mr. Chtoblia a there at that tine? 

A Tea air. 

Q What waa your oooaaion for going there? 

A I went there to ask bin to go to the patrol oAfioe to talk to 
none of the offioiala in our department. 

Q Do you know Mr. Chanbliaa' wife, Mra. Chanbliaa? 

A Tea. 

Q Hawe you orer seen her? 

A Tea. 

Q Waa ahe at the houae at that time? 

A Tea air* 

Q Row that addreaa you gave ae, ia that in the oity of Biminffcaaf 
A It ia* 

Q That'a all. 

BT ATTT. PARRISH: 

Q What date did you aay you were tlr re? 

A I couldn't, I beliewe it waa the 29th, I'w not aare. 

Q, About the 29th? 

A Tea 4 »ir, lit waa on a Sunday, Sunday night. 

Q, Tou aay yqu had known Mr. Chaabliaa before that data? i Ro air. 
Q Then you ^ere direoted to that houae? * didn’t 

^ i 

A That ia odrreot • 

i 

Q And at tk4 houae you aaw Mr. Chanbliaa? 

A That is wrreot. 



Q Well then you womlfen’t know whether fee owns another ho«4|e Ml 

* 

f 

three Mfea of land in Gariendale, Alabfaa would you? 

A Ho air! I wouldn't. 

Q You have never been out there? I aeon to hit houae. 

A I have neTer been to hia houae, no air. 

Q You just saw bin at this houae in Hortb BirainghMh? 

A Yea air. 

Q Asked bio to oooe with you to talk. 

A That'a oorreot. 

Q And you haven't been baok to that houae ainoe, hare you? 

A No air. 

Q You were just out at that house that day and you were directed 
to it. 

A Yea air. 

Q 1 beliere that'a all. 

TII JUDGE: .As to what took plaoe when he arrived at the bouse. 

% 

Q Mr. Posey, when you got to the houae, did you, well first, who 
oaoe to the door? 

A Mrs. Cbaobliss. 

Q What happened then? 

A I asked her if X oould talk to Mr. Cbaablisa. She said be is 
in the (objection) 

Q What did you do? You had a conversation with Mrfc*. Cbewbliasf 
A Yea air. 

t Q What did you do after that conversation? 

\ 

A I went in and talked to )fr. Chaw bile a. 





Q DU yon tall lr. Chaablias wff y*w ware there? 


1 Tea air. 




Q Tow explained who yon were? at that tine. 

A Tea air. 

Q Did he go wit!* you voluntarily? 

A Tea air. 

Q Did you tell hiw at that ti*e why you wanted to talk to hi* 
and why the Departaent of Publio Safety wanted to talk to hia? 

A No sir, I don't reoall telling hi* exaotly what .... 

Q, What happened then after, hfewt long were you three there? 

A Oh, I iaagine about 20 ainutea. 

Q Was hia wife present during that period of time? 

1 Tea air. 

Q And then who else was present with hia? 

A Don Lynn, wa| in the house. 

Q, Who ia Mr. L^nn? 

A He is an ins^ranoe aaleaaan. 

Q Oh, be ia no4.ntkkxanxxdapazkasakx 
A He is not with our department. 

Q Did he go there with you? 

A Tea air. 

Q Were there wi y other investigators or officers fro* the 

9 

Departaent of Pnblio Safety? 

A They were in the oar. 

Q They were 1* the oar, they did not go in the honaa? 

A Vo sir. 


7 
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Q 

1 

Q 

l 

Q 

BT ATTT. PARRISH: 

< 

Q How long have you lived around the Birmingham area, Mr. Posey? 
A Since 1939. 

Q, Well you know then that an address in North Birmingham known 
as 2505 32 Ave. N. could not and would not be the same as an address 
known as Route 7 Box 697, that just oouldn't be the same address 
oould it? 

A That is correct. 

Q What is Mt. Chambliss' wife's name if you know? 

A I don't know. ^ 

Q You had never seen her before that day had you? 

A No sir. 

Q I'll ask you to look at this paper with me. I'll show you an 
address you see 2506 32 Ave. N. there? 

A Yes sir. 

Q Is this a cancellation of insurance policy directed to Robert 
Chambliss and wife Flora L. Chambliss dated Ootober 3, 1968, and is it 
directed to the address of 2505 32 Ave. V.? 

A That is oorrect. 

Q, And it says the polioy issued an the dwelling coverage is in 

enbstanoe oanoelled doesn't it? 

1 Yes sir. 


■ r r • 

i ? 

I f . ? 

After that questioning of tO minWtes, what did yon lot 
We drove to the pat ml offioe. 

In the oar that you and the other gentlemen:oame in? 
Yes sir. 

All right. 


mw 



Q Now I'll ask you to look at thi« next page here, mid it la 
also dated October 3, 1963 Isn't it? 

A Y e s sir. 

Q It is directed to Robert E. Chambliss and wife Flora L. 
Chambliss? 

A Yea sir. 

Q And it says Route 7 Box 697 of Birmingham, Alabama don't it? 
A That is correct. 

Q And further down here it says you are notified that your 
fire coverage on a dwelling coverage is hereby cancelled don't it? 

A Yes sir. 

Q Now when you were queetioning Hall and the other men you 
don't know which of those two houses they were talking about do you? 
A No sir. 

Q That's all. W e offer these two certificates or rather 
notices in evidence. 

ATTY. THOMPSON: I o« do this by witness or I oan do it, the oourt 
can take judicial knowledge of its own records. W e would like at 
this time to oall the oourt's attention to the Appearance Bond that 
was filed and signed by this defendant in this oourt and the name of 
the defendant appearing thereon and the address appearing thereon. 

If my memory serves me oorreotly, the address appearing thereon is 
2505 32 Ave. N. opposite the name Robert E. Chambliss. 

ATTY. PARRISH: It is admitted that that is one of ...(not clear) 

W. E. BERRY, DEPUTY FIRE MARSHALL 

BY ATTY. THOMPSON: 

Q State your name and occupation please dr. 



A V. I. Berry, Deputy FJre Marshall, Birmingham Fire Department. 

Q Mr. Berry, how long have you been so employed? 

oapaolty 

A I hare been on the department 14 ytmrs and my present/mkskni 
about 12. ^ 

Q I'll ask you whether or not in your oapaoity it is one of the 
duties, funot ions of your office to be oustodian of the permits to 
possess dynamite within the city limits of Birmingham? 

A Yes sir. 

Q I'll ask you whether or not in the labt, within the 30 days or 
within the last 15 days you have had ocoasion to make a cheok or 
determination of your reoords oonoeming Mr. Chambliss? 

A Yes sir. 

Q I'll aak you whether such a oheok or determination of your 
reoorda indicated whether or not a permit had been issued by your 
office to this defendant R. E. Chambliss to possess dynamite in the 
oity of Birmingham? 

A No permit has been issued to Mr. Chambliss. 

Q I'll ask you whether or not in the lapt 30 days a permit has 
been issued to Mr. John Wealegr Hall? 

A No sir, no permit has been issued to Mr. Hall. 

Q Well I'll ask you whether or not a permit has been issued to 
Mr. Charles Cagle? 

A No, no permit has been issued to Mr. Cagle. 

Q That's all. 

BY ATTY. PARRISH: 

Q, You say you oheoked for the last 30 d^s? 



t » 


so 


A I oheoked the reoorda ^thin the list 90 days* 

Q flow fi| baok did yon oheokf 

A The redorda goes baok, the onrrent reoorda to January 1 of 
thia year. 

Q Ton rat an index baok that far? 

A Tea aif. That reoord haa to be tabulated by ayaelf eYery 
Deoewber and I ran baok through.... 

Q That'a all. 

(oity reate oaae) 

(argument) 
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Director, 


The following FBI record. NUMBER 1 004 J02 , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 


NAME AND NUMBER 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


DISPOSITION 


' Description; 

Sex: Male 
Race: White 

Date of birthj 1-14-04 
Place of birtlji: Pratt (■Tty Ala 
Height: 5-11 
Weight: 160 
Complexion: Rijiddy 
Hair: Brown 
Eyes: Blue 
Build: Mediuih 

Residence: in 19$0- 2505-32 Ave South Birmingham Ala 




Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint 
contributors. Where final disposition is not shown or further explanation of charge is desired, com¬ 
municate with agency contributing those fingerprints. 

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investi¬ 
gative leads as being possibly identical with subject of this record. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dat._2/17/61 


ROBERT EDWARD CHAMBLISS was contacted at his residence, 
2505 32nd Avenue, North, at which time he was advised of the 
official identity of interviewing agents. He was further ad¬ 
vised that he did not ha^ve to make a statement, but that any¬ 
thing he said could be used against him in a court of law. 

He was further advised of his right to cqmsult an attorney 
prior to making available any information, and that no threats 
or promises would be made to him in order to induce him to 
make available any information. 


CHAMBLISS stated at the outset of the interview 
that before he made available any information,'he fished 
to make the following statement. He related that 78 # of 
the FBI employees are Catholic and owe their allegiance 
to the Pope, and he had no use for the FB£. 


CHAMBLISS was asked as to his whereabouts on 
September 15, 1963 . He stated at this time that he was 
at a meeting in Midfield. He then Immediately concluded 
the interview by stating that he had nothing- .further to 
state to the FBI and unless the interviewing Agents.ihad 
a warrant he would no longer speak to them. He then in¬ 
dicated that the interviewing agents leave his residence . . 
and stated that he was not'going to Wpj^hdd/arqoiidb^ytthe 
KENNEDY brothers. He refused to discuss anything further 
with the Agents. * 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It le the property of the FBI an 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
(FBI) 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS 
RELEASE 

SUBJECT:, ^cb-eri EAtcarA CJhrtrrvbUg^ 


FOIPA NUMBER: 



1400 - 2121 Building 

Binning has, Alabaa a 35203 
April 2. 1964 


Mr. Adolph M. Downing 
Special Agent in Charge 
U. S. Secret Service 
290 Poet Office Building 
P. 0. Book 693 
Birmingham, Alabaan 






Dear Mr. Downing: 


RE: ROBERT E. CHAMBLISS 


Attached hereto are two copies of a memorandum 
concerning the above captioned individual. 

It is believed that the captioned individual 
night be of interest to the Secret Service in the event 
that the President of the United States should travel 
to an area where Chambliss is residing in the future. 

Very truly yours. 

RAY L. FAISST, 

Special Agent in Charge 


Enclosures 2 (Registered Mall) 


2-Addressee (Enc. 2)(RM) 
/2—Birmingham 
(1 - 89-46) 

(1__- 157-390) 

RJ:ela 

(4) 


Searched 

ScrisIiiJd 

lndexed_ 
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1400 - 2121 Building 
Blrainghaa, Alabun 35203 
April 2, 1964 


BE: ROBERT E. CHAMBLISS 


It is felt that captioned Individual eight 
be of interest to the Secret Service in the event the 
President of the United States travels to any area in 
which Chaabliss is residing for the following reasons: 

Robert E. Chaabliss has been active in Ku Klux 
Klan activities since 1924, and was an active nenber 
of the organization until 1951, at which tloe he resigned 
froe Eastview Klavern Nunber 13. At that tlae he was 
Exalted Cyclops of the group. He still attends open 
nestings. His FBI arrest record reflects five arrests. 

In 1949 he was charged with flogging while nasked. Ills 
free use of dynanite in terrorizing tactics has earned 
for bin the nicknane of "Dynamite Bob". 

Chaabliss owns a 1960 Falcon, two door sedan, 
light over nediun blue, bearing 1964 Alabana license 
1-63283. He has access to a 1961 Chevrolet one and 
one-half ton truck, with a green cab and a silver bed. 

He resides at 2505 32nd Avenue, North, Birninghaa, Alabama. 

The following is a description of Chaabliss: 


Race: 

Sex: 

Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Coaplexion: 
Hair: 

Eyes: 


White 
Hale 
5 ’ lO" 

180 pounds 

Uedlua 

Hediun 

Brown - gray 
Blue 


2^Addressee (RM) 
/zyBirminghaa 
^ (1 - 89-46)) 

(1—- 157- 390) 
RJ:ela 
(4) 


AU INFORMATIONCWfWM® 
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ROBERT E. CHAMBLI88 


RE: 


Blralnghaa Police 
Department Nueber: 
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This docueent contains neither recooaendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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ALL IN. jRMATION CON' fAINEO 


ROBERT EDVARD CHAMBLISS 


This white stale, age 60, lives at 2505 32nd 
Avenue, North, which is a little less than average re 
JieiehbQrhoo^. He i^^^rried, for a second tine, to| 
V neeMHHHpt. He hae two sisters 


tial 


, one nrotner 
11 of his relatives 
has four sisters, and 


have been interviewed. Mrs 


rebuil 
men ha' 


tlonis 
1040*8 
held m< 
been oi 
He has 
as one 


force in most, if not 
area. As an example,| 


stARcnre^J..: 
SE!:tVJiE3 V 






















■ i*w*> 


This informant Detective, 

Sheriff's Office, Birmingham, 1963, that 

due to the pattern of activities and a strained attitude 
on the part of CHAMBLISS and others he had contacted, slmll 
to act^r^leB engaged in in the past prior to some "action" 
causedfl|Kto believe that something big was about to occur 
Vand other Sheriff's Of the emplovaesendafiyorfl^l^^ 
cov^^B^^f^uation unsuccessfully. M 

and advised CHAMBLISS wouldT^s ’ "heir "oWl™ as th 

ind^TcHB^responsible for the bombing. 


PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER, 1903 


CHAMBLISS has been interviewed on several occasions 
by Agents prior to 1963, but furnished no information of 
particular value. He appeared at the Birmingham Office on 
January 27, 1951, and furnished a lengthy list of individuals 
that he considered to be Comrnunists^JI^jas interviewed on 
June 10, 1963, concerning the ■BHHHVand Gaston Motel 
bombings. He was hostile and wouTt^rurnxsii no information. 
Neighborhood sources established to determine whereabouts 
of CHAMBLISS in the event of boobing were not able to 
furnish information that would indicate CHAMBLIS8 involved 
in any of the bombings that occurred. It 1 b noted that 
he had been carried as a bombing suspect over a period of 
several years. 


Numerous informants furnished information as to 
his intense interest in Klan activities, and in his desire 
to take some action to fight integration. 


CHAMBLISS was interviewed on two occasions and 
was hostile and would furnish no information. There were 
numerous interviews conducted during Septem ber of Klansmen 
and former associates of CHAMBLISS; however,’the interviews 
concerning his whereabouts during Bapbosb were restricted 
inasmuch as his whereabouts durin g t h e go ri^ng o^Bapbomb 
v#ft_t?stablished by the informant ' PvlS* n( * 

■ ft neighbor who was interviewed, it ib noteT 





t 


I^i^note^o^Sept embei^30^ 1963^CTTAMBLi 8S, 

by stat«. atwoorWaoB^iixer consroeraDi^puDTxcTty had been 

given by Governor GEORGS VALLACE that arrests were to be ^VT7CL 

nade in the bonbing case, and were finally charged vith 

illegal possession of dynamite in the city Salts of 

Birmingham. They were tried on October 9, 1963, and found 

guilty, and fined $100 plus costs and sentenced to 180 

days in jail. This conviction has been appealed by these 

defendants to Circuit Court, and has been passed on two 

occasions, at the request of state officials. The information 

on which these charges were filed was available prior to 

the arrest of these individuals. '* 

CHAMBLISS was interviewed by state officials on 
September 29, 1963, and executed a signed statement, a copy 
of which was made available to this office. 

OCTOBER, 1963? 


Numerous interviews were conducted relative to 
CHAMBLISS in October; all of his relatives were Interviewed, 
as well as many Klansmen and associates. Inasmuch as he 
did not furnish any specific alibi as to where he was 
on the various occasions, other than to say he was at home, 
the persons interviewed could not be properly classified 
as alibi witnesses. Most of the Klansmen Interviewed 
were acquainted with CHAMBLISS in varying degrees. 

A tesure was installed at the residence of 
CHAMBLISS on October 22, 1963, and was removed on November 25, 
1963.^This source of Information has been reported under 

hbHV (r ac). 

Surveillances were conducted on CHAMBLISS on a 
trip he made to Atlanta, Georgia, and on a trip he made to 
South Alabama - North Florida, in connection with his official 
business. Additionally, numerous spot checks were conducted 
on his residence, and he was survellled on a spot-type operation 
for only short periods of time for the purpose of keeping him 
aware of Bureau investigation. 

NOVEMBER, 1963: 


Concentrated investigative activity was conducted 
through November by special squad conducting numerous interviews 
and re-interviews with relatives and associates, and attempts 


I 


to interview CHAMBLISS hinself. Spot checks again were 
conducted. A total of 30 interviews with associates were 
noted, and five with relatives were Made in the month of 
November. 


DECEMBER, 1963: 


Eleven Interviews eoneerning CHAMBLISS were re¬ 
flected in file review, during Deceeber, in addition to 
spot checks of residence. 


Ikiring January, February, and March, 1964, activities 
of CHAMBLISS have been followed through informants. His 
employer has been contacted on three occasions during this 
period, and comments were ma<$e to him concerning the interest 
of this office in a Hudson Clutch Plate, a part of which was 
used in making a shrapnel bomb that was exploded on September 25, 
1963. Spot checks have been made and in a manner obvious to 
CHAMBLI88, showing a continuing Interest of the Agents in 
his act ivities. M ost of his relatives and the relatives 

'have been recontacted during this period. 


of Mrs. 



CHAMBLISS would not submit to a polygraph Interview. 
Jj^^y^^teryiewed with the aid of the polygraph by Captain 

■■■■TBirmingham Department, at th^lme of 

his arrestoy state officials, but according to|H^^^ this 
Interview was inconclusive, inasmuch as CHAMBLIS^was 
fatigued and went to sleep during the interview. 


INFORMANTS: 



Lng information on a r egular basis relative 
to CHAMBLISS and his actlvltles.fl^H|reports those things 
that concern his, and in this namPj the direction of the 
investigation has been determined. Persons interviewed have . 
been fed information which would reflect interest in the r 

things that seemed to have concerned him, such as the state 
passing his trial, the fact his attorney indicated he was -b~ID 

not particularly Interested in defending him, and Information 
relative to variou s Klansmen that he was particularly provoked 
th at the tii 



verge of being 
CHAMBLISS. 



5H"Eastview Klavern on 
>y dissension caused primarily by 










’ ) 


Continued Investigation being concentrated in the 
direction indicated by Information obtained from informants 
to cause more suspicion among members of Eastviev Klavern, 
and possibility of someone talking appears to be logical. 



The following is a record of Agent contacts regarding 
investigation of suspect ROBERT EDWARD CHAMBLISS: 

SEPTEMBER -1963 

Personal Interview -^ 

Associates, neighbors, and business associates - 1 

OCTOBER - 1963 
Personal Interviews - 3 -> 

s 

Associates, neighbors, and business associates - 48 
Relatives - 11 
Employment - 9 
Spot Checks - 2 

NOVEMBER - 1963 

Associates, neighbors, and business associates - 24 
Relatives - 1 

DECEMBER - 1963 

Associates, neighbors, and business associates - 6 

JANUARY - 1964 

Associates, neighbors, and business associates - 11 
Employment - 1 

FEBRUARY - 1964 

Associates, neighbors, and business associates - 3 

MARCH - 1964 

Associates, neighbors, and business associates - 1 

APRIL - 1964 


Associates, neighbors. 


and business associates - 1 
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(Mount Clipping In Spoce Below) 



Possession of dynamite chafes 
dropped; co-defendant trial is-sel 


for—today 

J No testimony was presented 
Charges against a Gardendale cVle* 
man, , at YVSf fl of poe«%sfert-of | mite or hart ^ dyna ‘ 

dynamite were dismissed in ^ nn had 11 ta I,,s P° s ' 
Circuit Court here late Tues- ^*I? 0 u „ 

day, and the trial of a co-defend- were^ arrested fil? P amb ‘ iss 
ant was set for today. Tes ! ed last September 

Chailes A Cagle 23 wa« af e ^ . a dramatic announce- 

released on h^ap^eal’ from Office \ha? ' thT** Wa " a , ce s 
Birmingham Recorder’s Court x that he Birmingham 

i*n.C ab “' 10 

S* - to s “ — to w 

Cagle, Robert E. Chambliss. th ' ee days the three men "ere 

Shn'^HaW V nfeMLf n , d ' ! C ? arged with the misdemeanor 
jonn w. Hall of ™3rtllin»Jale of possessing dynamite_ 

were arrested las t Sep tember STatt? IfiWstigator Capt. R. ft. 
by State Troopers during in- Godwin read a statement to the 
vesligdtiun of Birmingham i ur > r Tuesday in which Cagle 

bombings. K - - told of a case of dynamite bein<* 

Chambliss and Hall were take n from Chambliss’ car and 
scheduled to be tried today be- Put into a vehicle driven by Hall 
fore Judge E. C. Watson. How- In the slatement. Cagle said 
ever, the process of selecting Hall asked him to follow his car 
a jury was delayed because af,er a Ku Klux Klan meeting 
there was not a sufficient num- ,0 Pick up something Chambliss 
ber of jurors available. The "'anted him to get rid of. He 
court was awaiting release of sa 'd after Hall took a box from 
jurors from trials in other ChamSItiS' tat they*\v/nP ft* a 
courtrooms. spot near Gardendale and hid 

Judge Watson dismissed the ' . ~T~ 7 ~ 

chan ft - W «f dvna- if J * se , of dynamite ln some 

! mite against CaglTV’fhe 

- -- Capt. Godwin quo&IT CagTC 

conclusion of the city's cas e. a s saying he got worried about 
H o to l d- m embers JT IW J^/y the location of the dynamite 
that it had not been proved and j( moved several 

that Cagle had dynamite in times. 

his possession in Birmingham. Cagle led officers to the dy- 
The judge’s decision was innamite in early October and it 
answer to a motion by Defense was al the spot where ^ de . 
Atty. Matt Murphy for a dis-fendant said it was taken origi- 
missal on grounds the corpus nally. 

delicti (body of the crime) had Cagle said the dynamite was 
not been proved. transferred from Birmingham to 

Judge Watson said it was near .CaTdenrta lP theajusWthe 
rare that a case was taken away home of Negro Atty Arthur 
fro m a jury- He said, however, 
it vfttr'trts first job to deter¬ 
mine whether the lSlA 'were 


Vegro Atty. Arthur 


Shores’ home was bombed, ac¬ 
cording to Capt. Go fitciw , 

I CO fr - At/t fNGO, state public 
safety director, testified that Ca¬ 
gle made a statement to him in. 
which he admitted to moving the 
dynamite. 

City Fire Marshal A. Rosen: 
feld was put on the stand by 
the state to testify that none of - 
the three men had a permit to 
handle dynamite. 

A story in The News Tuesday 
erro neously ide ntified. C ircuit' 
Judg£Tewls Hailes as being the 
judge in the Cagle case. 
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l Chambliss^J 
Not Guilty 

Acquitted On 
Dynamite Charge 

BY BILL MOBLEY 
A jury deliberated about 30 
minutes yesterday before find¬ 
ing Robert E. Chambliss not 
guilty on his appeal from Re¬ 
corder's Court on charges of 
illegal possession of dynamite. 

Chambliss, 59, of 2505 32nd-av, 
n, and two co - defendants, 
Charles Cagle, 23, 1305 Vander- 
bilt-rd; and .John Wesley Hall. 
Gardendale: were arrested by 
State Troopers during an inves¬ 
tigation last Fall. 

They were fined $100 and costs 
and sentenced to 180 days in 
jail in Birmingham Recorder’s 
Court. 

Cagle was acquitted of the 
same charge Tuesday by Judge 
Elias C. Watson in Circuit 
Court before the case got to 
the jury. 

Three Are Arrested • 

AH three men were arrested 
after they admitted to Public 
Safety Director Al Lingo and his 
investigators that they had dis¬ 
posed of a case of dynamite 
on the night of Sept. 4, it was 
testified. 

No evidence, except the con¬ 
fessions, ever was presented in 
either trial, and more actual 
testimony against Chambliss was 
given in the Cagle trial than 
Chambliss' trial. 

Lingo testified that Chambliss 
told him and other investigators 
that on the morning of Sept 4 , 
1963, he bought a case of dyna¬ 
mite from Negron General Mer¬ 
chan dise St ore, Dais y Qity. He 
said (ffi StuMkeeper n^a f l!tf^e 
extra sticks that he gave him. | 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
Watched Hall 

A ccording to Cag e's, signe d’ 
statement, he watched"Hall lalce 
the box from Chambliss' car 
and put it into the Hall car, 
and then they hid it beyond 
Gardendale. 

During the intensive investiga¬ 
tion that followed a senes of 
bombings in Birmingham, the 
three men were arrested by 
Highway Patrolmen. Gov. 

George Wallace announced sev¬ 
eral hours before that arrests 
were imminent. 

After Hall and Cagle told 
about moving the dynamite, 
which they showed to Stale 
Troopers, Chambliss said he had 
i bought it to blow up stumps on 
land for a new home for the 
Ku Klux Klan. 

Birmi ngham Jv lr te - M < i iwh B .l A. 

Rosenfeld said neither of the 
| three men had a permit to move.' 

‘Itqye or b gndle explo sive- in yW 
city, but no evidence except the 
defendants’. , itqten>ehts . ever. 

W|re Introduced to {show that / 

t$e dynamite ever existed. / 

fhe defendant*, fere repre¬ 
sented by Atlys. MTtt Murphy 
and Hollis Parrish and Assist¬ 
ant City Atty. 'Wllliftn. C. Walk¬ 
ed Vas prosecutor t»r the city. 

The charges are nvtademeanors 
drM Judge Watson imtnicted the 
faty that in caae’ bI a convic¬ 
tion ther.fine could te set from 
one cent'ttr J fWr*Vr 
I Malt V case.has beeJtTeffW 
I'MorvtUy. ' '• «ii i 
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Ghafflblisr* 
Case Goes On 


(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 


, Admitte d ** 1 

ChambliSS^fidmitted after As 
arrest that he had bought a 
case of dynamite on the morning 
of Sept 4, 1963, Public Safety' 
D irector A1 Lingo -and Mff inrl 
BiD Jones ’testified yesterday in 



UUvU MUUw Vll BUTJ6n8S testified yesterday in| 

^ , . • lithe appeal to Curcuit Court by, 

Cagle Appears As chanYwrsv -» . 

Wtfnocc' • Chambliss made tbi rftte- 

Hostiie witness menl on 0ct j after denying 

B V bit t MORI FT f on a couple of other occasions. 

BY BILL MOB1JY l hjgh rankjng statc of(ida]s toM 

. The case of Robert E. Cham- ;(he jury jn Judge Watson>s 
bliss, 59, of 2505 32na*av, ^ n, 

accused of illegally possessing Ma j or Jones sajd Chambliss 
dynamite continues in circuit ( 0 ] d s j a j e investigators that on 
court today. the morning of Sept. 4, he 

Charles Cagle, whose case was'bought the case of dynamite 
dismissed Tuesday before reach- from Negron Hardware Co,, in 
ing the jury, was called as a‘p ra tt City. 

“hostile witness” by Asst. City During cross examination by 
Atty. William Walker. He took Defense , *Cohns T» M Jt t ' Mu r ph y, 
the fifth amendment on several 
questions. He was directed to 
answer some of the questions 
pertaining to the same case of 
dynamite involved in his trial. 

State Criminal Investigator W. 

R. Posey said he was accom¬ 
panied to Chambliss' home on 
the night of Sept. 29 by Don 
Luna. He said he asked Chamb¬ 
liss to accompany him to the __. 

State Trooper's office to talk ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

to Col. A1 Lingo. HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED. »• 

Luna identified himself as an OATF I2-. k.Qr\ BY .vP t r JltC 

investigator for the Ku K3ux| UA,b 1 -°- 11 — ^ 

Klan during the trials of the 
three defendants in Recorder’s 
Court. 

Denied Knowledge 
Col. Lingo said Chambliss at 
first denied knowing anything 
about any dynamite but later 
admitted it after Cagle and a. 
third man, John Hall had made! 
their statements and the dyna¬ 
mite had been found. 

In the Cagle trial, in a state¬ 
ment purported to be a signed 
jconfession by him concerning 
the case of dynamite, Cagle said 
he saw Hall take a box from 
Chambliss' car and put it into 
Hall’s car. 

Judge Elias C. Watson sus¬ 
tained an objection by Defense 
Atty. Murphy to the question 
by Atty. Walker as to what 
Cagle observed at the Chamb¬ 
liss home. Walker told Judge 
Watson unless he can solicit; 
more evidence from Cagle that 
the city will close its case. 

Judge Watson aid he will 
study laws pertaining to the 
situat ion, and mak e his ru ling 
when court reconvenes at sw.m. 
today. 
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UNITED STATES GC RNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


subject: 


SAC, Birmingham (157-390) 


Jp*7 C. 


ROBERT E. CHAMBLISS 
RM 




Re Memo of SA| 

"Klan Organizations; Bombing Suspects, 


rr 


date: 1/18/65 


1/13/65, captioned 
"Etc." 


ROBERT E. CHAMBLISS was interviewed on 1/13/65 and 
1/17/65. He still resides at 2505 - 32nd Avenue, North, is 
employed at Rebuilt Auto Parts, 1508 - 4th Avenue, South, 
and drives a 1960 Falcon, blue, 1965 Alabama license 1-78698. 


157-390 
1- 105-553 
1- 105-555 


MLA:hss 
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AIRTEL 


AIRMAIL 


ALL INFORfAATION CONTAINED 


TO: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (174-6) 

FROM: SAC, MOBILE (174-3)(P) 

RE: GREENBOMBS 


Re Birmingham alrtel to Mobile, 11/3/65- 


On the dat, 
was conducted by SA 



following Investigation Jd7 C. 
at Montgomery, Ala.: 


On 11/9/65* OffMontgomery, Ala 
PD, Criminal Identification Bureau, advlBed that his files 
were negative concerning ROBERT E. CHAMBLISS, mentioned In 
reairtel. 

Mradvised that In addition to the fact 
that there was no arrest record on file at the Montgomery 
PD concerning this Individual, likewise there was no "incident 
report" concerning CHAMBLISS' alleged involvement in the 
beating of Negroes who were riding public buses in Montgomery, 
Ala., in December, 1956. 



that RC 

was not known to them by name and none of them personally 
recalled any alleged Incident involving CHAMBLISS In 
Montgomery, Ala., in December, 1956. 


Birmingham / ' /S'!-2> c f'D 


2 - Mobile 
SJF/gre 

(4) 


<753 


A-**-' 




TJ "1 


/f 7 -39 7 - . 




r 






MO 174-3 


On the same date. Officer! 
County SO, Identification Division, 



lontgomery. 


advised that his files were negative regarding ROBERT E. 
CHAMBLISS. 


Montgomery C- 

a.. 


On the same date, Mr Identifi- // C 

cation Division, Alabama Department of Public Safety, advised 
that his files contained an FBI Identification Record for 
one ROBERT E. CHAMBLISS, white male, born 1/14/04, under 
FBI No. 1004302, however, the la3t record noted on the FBI 
Identification Record which is in possession of the Alabama 
Department of Public Safety at Montgomery is an arrest on 
9/2/49 by the SO, Birmingham, Ala., on a charge of assault 
and battery. Files of the Alabama Department of Public 
Safety at Montgomery, Ala., reflect no information concerning 
ROBERT E. CHAMBLISS subsequent to 9/2/49- 


Mobile indices contain several references to a 
ROBERT E. CHAMBLISS described as a Klansman from the Birmingham, 
Ala., area and Mobile files presently being reviewed In an 
effort to develop any information concerning ROBERT E. 

CHAMBLISS having been in the Montgomery, Ala., area In 
December, 1956, allegedly to participate In the beating of 
Negroes who were riding public buses. Any information tend¬ 
ing to corroborate that allegation will be immediately furn¬ 
ished Birmingham Division. As noted above, however, there 
Is no record with the appropriate law enforcement agencies 
in Montgomery, Ala., verifying any such arrest 


2 


AIRTEL 


AIRMAIL 


TO: SAC, MOBILE (174-3) ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (174-6)(P) 

SUBJECT: GEEENBOMBS 


Review of Birmingham files reflects that ROBERT E. 
CHAMBLISS allegedly was arrested at Montgomery, Alabama, in 
December, 1956, after traveling to that city to participate 
in a Klan mission Involving the beating of Negroes who were 
riding public buses. 

Review of Birmingham indices failed to reflect that 
this incident has been vorified. CHAMBLISS, as Mobile is aware, 
is considered a prime suspoct in a number of bombings in the 
Birmingham Division. 

It is requested that the files of the Montgomery PD 
be reviewed for arrest data concerning CHAMBLISS, as well as 
any reports available reflecting the circumstances of this 
alleged arrest. 
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BH 157-390 


Inappropriate for non-proaecutive a unary report of this 
nature. Additionally, the Majority o^th^glta^infor- 
mation connecting CHAMBLISS vith the m|B«u 
received and is continuing to be furnrlB^W^^^Wfcghly 
sensitive source. Again, this specialised information in 
detail not deemed appropriate for inclusion in instant 
report. The day by day activities of CHAMBLISS are followed 
on a regular basis and pertinent infonationwill continue 
to be furnished the Bureau under the^^Hm^saptlon. -b~< A 

It is further noted that CHAMBLISS is completely 
inactive insofar as the Klan is concerned and has been com¬ 
pletely inactive for almost two years. In that respect, it 
mould not appear this subject falls vithin the criteria set 
out in Section 122A, Manual of Instructions, regarding the 
submission of reports concerning officials and active Klan 
leaders. However, Instant report is being submitted con¬ 
sidering this subject's past history and previous propensity 
for violence. 




Careful consideration has been given to the U8e 
v of ^IPsyabols this report and such symbols utilized only 
/ " in those Instances deemed necessary. 



This case is being placed in a pending inactive 
status for reporting purposes. Following six months from 
date of report, this matter will be made active to determine 
whether subject has reestablished any Klan connections, at 
which time the Bureau will be advised. 


B 

COYER PAGE 
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CKoractcr: 

Synoptic 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


2 - INTC, Birmingham (RM) 

1 - ONI, Birmingham (RM) 

1 - OSI, Birmingham (RM) 

1 - Secret Service, Birmingham (RM) 



BIRMINGHAM 


File *: BH 157-390 


Bureau File f: 157—1259 


ROBERT EDWARD CHAMBLISS 


RACIAL MATTERS (KLAN) 

..j I ^ l »\ >ihi | 

ROBERT EDWARD CHAMBLISS, white male, American, sixty-one 
years of age, native and resident of Birmingham, Alabama, 
reportedly active in various and numerous klaverns of 
different Klan organizations from the 1920’s to 1964. 

Arrest Record indicates arrests for "flogging while masked" 
and illegal possession of dynamite; however, no convictions 
obtained. His reported disposition toward violence, 
together with summary of extensive Klan background, set 
out. Subject interviewed on eight occasions since 
September, 1963; admitted some Klan connections but 
denied participating in any violence. 


P* 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI* It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency* 
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DETAILS: 


I. BACKGROUND 


A. Birth Date 

January 14, 1904, at Pratt City (now part of 
Birmingham), Alabama - Jefferson County. 


B. Citizenship 


United! States - Native-born. 


C. Education 

Claims 8th grade, local public schools. 

D. Marital Status 

Married; wife 
Former wife - 

E. Military Service 

None 



F. 


Credit and Arrest Record 



On October 29, 1963, Mrs._ 

sociation, Birmingham, Alabama, adviset 
that her files reflect ROBERT E. CHAMBLISS 



Merchants 

DOUgt^^ 


a 1960 Ford on February 16, 1960, from Edwards Motor Company, 
Birmingham, and at that time there was $2,350.40 due. She 
further advised that the file also mentioned the Whittle 
Furniture Company, Birmingham, repossessed some furniture 
from CHAMBLISS as he refused to pay the debt after he and 


his wife were separated. Mrs. 



urther mentioned that 


Acne 
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her files contain numerous newspaper clippings concerning 
CHAMBLISS, and noted there was no evidence in the file of 
any oil company credit cards and no loan companies or banks 
were mentioned. 

Subsequent inquiry at Merchants Credit Association 
disclosed no further pertinent information. 


The following is the FBI Identification Record for 
ROBERT E. CHAMBLISS, FBI Number 1 004 302: 


Contr. of 
Fingerprints 

Name & Number 

Arr. or 
Received 

Charge 

Disposition 

PD 

Birmingham, 

Ala. 

ROBERT E. 
CHAMBLISS 
#29190 

10/31/35 

vio.Liq. 
Law-hold 
for Govt. 

Del. to Govt 
Agent, 
Birmingham, 
Ala. ATU 

USM 

Birmingham, 

Ala. 

R. E. CHAMBLISS 

#1825 10/31/35 

not given 


SO 

Birmingham, 

Ala. 

ROBERT E. 
CHAMBLISS 
#2703 

11/1/35 

vio. IRL 

Government 

SO 

Birmingham, 

Ala. 

ROBERT E. 

CHAMBLISS 
#CSB 216 

applicant 
for truck 
driver 
6/11/41 



SO, 

Birmingham, 

Ala. 

ROBERT E. 
CHAMBLISS 
#2703 

9/26/44 

abusive 

language 

10/6/44, $1. 
& $26.80 
costs paid 

SO, 

Birmingham, 

Ala. 

ROBERT EDWARD 

CHAMBLISS 

#2703 

7/11/49 

flogging 

while 

masked. 

Pending 

SO,Birmingham, 
Ala. 

ROBERT EDWARD 9/2/49 
CHAMBLISS #2703 

A&B 

pending 
9/26/49 disch. 

PD,Birmingham, 
Ala. 

ROBERT EDWARD 
CHAMBLISS 

4/29/50 

material 

witness 

4/30/50 

rel. 


#29190 
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It is noted that news reports indicated CHAMBLISS 
was indicted by the Jefferson County Grand Jury on July 9, 
1949, for "flogging while masked"; however, he was acquitted 
at the subsequent trial. 


On December 10, 1963, 
Officer, Birmingham Police Departmen 



Identification .^TIC 
sed that CHAMBLISS 


was arrested September 30, 1963, at Birmingham, Alabama, on 
a charge of illegal possession of explosives and in City 
Court on October 9, 1963, was found guilty and fined $100.00 
plus costs and sentenced to 180 days. This case was appealed 
and tried de novo in Circuit Court on June 18, 1964, at which 
time subject was found not guilty. 


G. Employment 


Warehouseman; pickup and delivery driver and 
salesman, REBUILT AUTO PARTS, 1508 - 4th Avenue, South, 
Birmingham, Alabama, since 1958. 

Formerly employed by HILL GROCERY COMPANY, Birmingham; 
LONE STAR CEMENT COMPANY as laborer, and Street and 
Sanitation Department, City of Birmingham, 1946-1951. 


H. Residence 

2505 - 32nd Avenue, Nortt^B^mingham, Alabama. 
Residence telephone: V>~1 C. 


I. Physical Description 
Name: 


Age: 

Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Height: 

Weight: 

Build: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 


ROBERT EDWARD CHAMBLISS, 
aka Bob Chambliss, 
"Dynamite" Chambliss 
61 

January 14, 1904 
Birmingham, Alabama 
5*10" 

180 lbs. 

Medium; muscular 
Blue 

Reddish brown; thinning; 
graying; straight. 
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Scars and Marks: 

Peculiarities: 
Complexion: 

FBI Number: 

Social Security No. 
Relatives: 


Large scar on abdomen; 
small scar right cheek 
Pug nose 

Ruddy; reddish; some freckles. 


1004302 
418-03- 
Wife - 
Former 
Sons - 

and__ 

both of Tampa 
Sister - Mrs. 

Cres 

Sister - Mrs. 

R 

Brother - 


.bic 



abama. 


J. AUTOMOBILE 


1960 Ford Falcon, two-door, blue; 1966 Alabama 
license 1-51125 (personally owned). 


K. Photograph 

Up-to-date photograph, depicting current likeness, 
maintained in Birmingham file. 


L. Special Abilities of Subject, Including 
Knowledge of Weapons and Explosives _ 

For many years, CHAMBLISS has had the local repu¬ 
tation of being knowledgeable as to the various techniques 
of charging explosives, primarily dynamite, and preparing 
both electric and safety fuses. 

Birmingham Confidential InforraanlJ^^^has advised 
that CHAMBLISS is a lay expert in the use ol^dynamite and 
has often boasted of his proficiency. 

CHAMBLISS reportedly owns a .38 caliber pistol. 
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Associates (Former) 


V7C 



Birmingham, 

If 


Alabama 
abaraa 


Mt. Olive, Alabama 
Birmingham, Alabama 

If If 

Mt. Olive, Alabama 
Birmingham, Alabama 




All of the above-named individuals reportedly have been 
active in this area at various times in various Ku Klux Klan 
and segregationist organizations. 
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II. CONNECTIONS WITH KLAN-TYPE 
AND HATE-TYPE ORGANIZATIONS 


During an interview with ROBERT E. CHAMBLISS at 
Birmingham, Alabama, on September 28, 1963, CHAMBLISS stated 
he had joined the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) in 1924 and was an 
active member of the organization until 1951, at which time 
he resigned from Eastview Klavern #13, KKK, and, in fact, at 
the time of his resignation was Exalted Cyclops of this group. 
CHAMBLISS stated he dropped his affiliation with the Klan at 
this time due to the unfavorable publicity which he had been 
afforded personally and unfairly because of his alleged acts 
of violence against Negroes in the Birmingham area, particularly 
one incident for which he got an unusual amount of publicity 
involving the forcing of a Negro couple to move from a formerly 
all-white neighborhood. 

CHAMBLISS, on numerous interviews subsequent to 
the above, has admitted to some extent his past Klan activities 
but has denied any current association with any type Klan group. 
These interviews have taken place on the following dates: 

September 15, 25 and 28, 1963; 

October 29, 1963; 

October 19, 1964; 

January 13 and 16, 1965; 

March 21, 1965. 
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III. STATEMENT BY SUBJECT CONCERNING VIOLENCE 
AND ACTIVITY IN RACIAL SITUATION 


Subject, on numerous interviews, has denied partici¬ 
pating in any violence in connection with the racial situation. 
CHAMBLISS has consistently denied any connection with the 
bombings in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1963 or at any other tint®. 


A. Information Indicating 
Propensity For Violence 




Detective Hj^HHHH^^Birmingham Police Depart¬ 
ment, advised on Novembe^2^^iyo^7 that years ago when ROBERT 
CHAMBLISS was an employee at the City Garage, CHAMBLISS always u~i C 
wanted to go on calls that the police received concerning 
Negro disturbances and that CHAMBLISS would say, f *Let roe go 
with you. You might need mylcne to kill a nigger," or vcxds 
to that effect. DetectiveHHp^as of the opinion that 
ROBERT CHAMBLISS was extremS^^icious and violent in his 
nature concerning Negroes. 
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As previously noted herein, CHAMBLISS was indicted, 
arrested and tried in 1949 for "flogging while masked." 
However, he was not convicted. 


^Confidential Informant who was 

S sdgeaol^o^lQan activities and individuals during 

characterized ROBERT E. CHAMBLISS as a "fireball, a 
r, and one who would do anything." 


^2 
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APPENDIX 


UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC., 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX ELAN 


Records of Superior Court of Fulton County, 
Georgia, reflect that this Klan organization was granted 
a corporate charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta, 
Georgia, under the name United Klans, Knights of the Ku 
Klux Klan of America, Inc. 



The first source and a second source advised 
in July, 1961, that United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan of America, Inc., merged with Alabama Knights, Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan. The merged organization established \->~7 C. 
headquarters in Suite 401, the Alston Buildin^^Tusc^^os^ 
^^Abam^^^fTh^organization is directed 

W and is the dominant Klan 
ooW^^vW^^nWs in several Southern states.) 

iol-O 


Third source advised on August 4, 1965, that the 
United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 
is currently an active organization, 

^onthgri^aiJites^^JMssource said that -Jd7C_ 

f this origanizat ion , an^a^ast 
^^Se^^^^^ff^^pos^^on on September 5, 1964, at a National 
Klonvocation in Birmingham, Alabama. Source said that the 
activity of the UKA is increasing and that the national 
office remains in Suite 401, Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, 

Alabama. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 

mte 6/ 




i7C 


Date Dece mber 8, 1965 


>7C 


furnished the following information 

_ who identified himself as a Special 

le Federal Bureau of Investigation: 

_'advised that he has no additional 

information to furnish, other than what he furnished when 
he was previously contacted in June, 1965, and sometime 
about two years ago. He is still a strong segregationist, 
but would definitely not kill anyone unless, of course, 
someone was attempting to hurt him. He has no idea who 
may be responsible for the bombings in the Birmingham area 
or anywhere else, and he would not resort to bombings him¬ 
self . 

^"reiterated tha^h^joined 
le Ku Klux Kl^n flHHj^A&labama, but re- 
janizatfon only months. He quit 

the KlanHHVbefore ASA CARTER and som^other Klansmen 
were inv<JWea in a shooting incident in a theater in the 
Central Park area of Birmingham, Alabama. He attended some 
public rallies, parades and cross burnings while a member, 
but quit because the idea of a group of men gathering 
together while wearing hoods and robes seemed very foolish 
to him. He said it was a mistake to join the Klan and he 
is now sorry that he did join. 

He does not recall hatred being preached at any 
of the meetings he attended and he did not participate in 
any acts of violence, nor does he know anyone who did. 

When ASA CARTER, who was from another Klavern, started 
appearing at some of the rallies and meetings in the 
Midfield area, the Klan in that area began to fall apart, 
apparently because CARTER was known as a man who favored 
violence. At one rally in the Midfield shopping center, 
CARTER was introduced as "Mr. X". 
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.File # 
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, SEARCHED 
-Date dictai 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the proi erty of Utt&ned 

FRI — BIRMINGHAM*^ 


your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
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e can fight integration 


>ougn 1 


that he definitely would not 
join the Klsnagain, but if the individual continues to 
lose his rights as he has been recently, he may join some 
organization to help stop this trend, possibly the John 
Birch Society. He believes the white people should go to 
the polls and elect someone who would fight for individual 
rights. 

He is presently a 
and plans to run for 




in downtown Birmingham. 


oes not Know where the 


eves same may be held at a hotel 


^advised that, although he has read about 
ROBERT E. CHAMBLISS and has seen his photograph in the news¬ 
paper in the past, he has met CHAMBT.TSS only nne time and 


that was several years ago when he a member 


On that particular occas 


said 

is the only time he ever saw CHAMBLISST^H^m^said he 
never made the statement that CHAMBLISS Dombedsome houses 


in the Fountain Heights section and he does not recall ever 
mentioning the names of any individuals who may have be¬ 
longed to the same Klan group to which CHAMBLISS belonged. 
















BH 1 


information 


was given to the authorities. - He; statedrambles on 
about a lot of things, and he thinks she Jl^probably not 
very reliable. 


In addit 


He advised 




Li 


eels confident that he could protect himself if 


necessary. He said he would cooperate with the 
FBI in every possible way. 




rnr* i 


fm|H|^hdvised that in addition to his family 
and r^^^^^^^^^^^^yT^e^h^Dreviously fur 
has who is 

old white 1964Cad^lac, a w 

Chevrolet station wag 
wagon, and 5 trucks 


« V-hYM*4 .TAiJ.t I 


added he has never had military service 
as never Deen arrested. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

March 22, 1968 


United States Secret Service 

Department of the Treasury Re: 80BSRT EDWARD CHAMBLISS 

Washington, D. C. 20220 RACIAL MATTERS - (ELAM) 


Dear Sir: 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be 
covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning Presidential pro¬ 
tection, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. □ Has attempted or threatened .bodily harm to any government official or employee, 

including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the 
U. S., because of his official status. 

2. □ Has attempted or threatened to redress a grievance against any public official by other 

than legal means. 

3. □ Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or 

participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member 
of other group or organization inimical to U. S. 

4. □ U. S. citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or 

Chinese Communist blocs and return. 

5. □ Subversives, ultrarightists, racists and fascists who meet one or more of the following 

criteria: 

(a) □ Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and 

employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior: 

(b) □ Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. S. sentiment; 

(c) □ Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements 

indicating a propensity for violence and antipathy toward good order 
and government. 

6 . 3 Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making. 


Photograph □ has been furnished □ enclosed □ is not available 
I I may be available through_ 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN I- 


Very truly yours. 


John Edgv Hoover 
\ DirectOT 


2 - Bureau 

1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s) ( 1 ) 

U. S. Secret Service # BlniDgfaU 

1 - Birmingham (157-390) 

NPSjjml (4) 

Enclosure(s) (Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form 

becomes UNCLASSIFIED.1 


3 9o~ S'/b 

(USE. AS YELLOW FILE COPY) 


* 


f 




S/16/68 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATT*: IDEITIFICATIQH DIVISIOH 


LATXKT FIMGSRPIUT 8SCTI0H 


sac, Bic mg ag M ~ ( i T4-»fl) —(?) 


All tuenRUATtONCONTAINED 


potehtial bomb no sobpbctb 



BOMB 1*0 MITTKRB 

The Single Fingerprint Section in requested to 
include each of the following named individuals in the 




who 1s described as 


White 


Race 

Sex 

Born 



Height 

Weight 

Hair 


Syes 


b"7C 


Build 

Marital Status 


Residence 


Occupation 


Social Security Ho. 

FBI 

Selective Service Ho. 

ROBERT EDWARD CHAMBLISS, aka Bob, Dyne site Bob 
(Bailie 157-izbwj, described as: 

Race White 

Sex Male 


CO 

<71 /r ^ 


I - Bureau 
5 - Birmingham 



1 . UA-gft 


Born 


1/14/04 at 
Birmingham 


JolC 



s : r 
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Might 

Might 

Mir 

* r— 

Complexion 

Build 

Bear* and Buka 

Marital Status 

Residence 

Military Service 
FBI Vo. 

Social 8ecu±lty Vo. 
Saplojaast 


Raco 

Sox 

Born 

Might 

Weight 

Eyes 

Build 

Marital Status 
FBI Vo. 
Saployaent 


Residence 

Parents 


lacs 

Sex 

Born 

Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Hair 


2 


5 * 10 " 

180 

Light brown, graying 

Blue 
Medina 
Median ' 

large scar on abdoaen 
and stosach a 


JfJC 


venue Worth, 
Blminghan, Ala. 

Hone 

1004302 

418-03-3870 

Warehousesan end pickup 
and delivery driver lor 
Rebuilt Auto Parts, 1508 
4th Avenue South, Biminghai 

(Buflle 


White 






